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President’s Message
Happy fall everyone!  Well, another year is close to passing, and we had a fairly successful year for the WRFFHS.  

The weather played nice this year, and we had a beautiful weekend for Heritage Days 2025.  I would like to speak for the 
entire board of directors when I thank all of the volunteers and those who helped make it happen in addition to all of the 
members and patrons who showed up to support the society in its mission to promote education and preservation of local 
history. This year we had a lot of new volunteers that came out and helped set up tents.  Every year we try to find more 
help and this year was successful, it appears.  Also, a huge thank you to our kitchen help who worked to prepare the vittles 
we served at the food court.  We couldn’t have done it without you either.

So, with the “thank yous” given let’s talk about upcoming events and the closing of 2025.  First, we have a few things 
left in this year that we would like to see some attendance out there for.  The first is the annual membership and election 
meeting; this meeting is to discuss the leadership of the society as well as any new board members coming on board.  If 
you wish to attend, please do so, it will be on November 10th, at the Delaware Township Building on 8th Street Drive, 
outside of Watsontown.

In addition, we have the Wreaths Across America event on December 13th.  This event is dear to my heart because 
it’s a way for the local community to honor its past patriots with a simple wreath as a thank you. They sacrificed for their 
country, and we should honor them. If you are available on December 13th, be sure to come out and be a part of this day. 
As a bonus, the Candlelight Service at the Historic Warrior Run Church is that evening.  What a special day for the Society 
and its members, not only do we have the Wreaths Across America, but we can sing Christmas songs and enjoy a night in 
the church as well.

Last, I want to encourage anyone who has an interest in what the society does to be a part of it.  There is a phrase 
that  “we are living history right now.”  This can be applied in many ways, but the truth to it still rings.  The society has a 
history of its own and everyone can be a part of that.  As a member involved, you too can be a part of history.  You too can 
give back to your community in educating on our ancestral ways. I can say that looking back, I know my choice to be a 
part of history was still one of my best choices.

As always, I have high hopes for the society and its mission, I have high hopes for you.

Respectfully,
Landon C. Koch
WRFFHS President

DONATIONS FOR
October 2025

Kathleen Shafer
Richard Nornhold Jr

Thank you
Cathy Metzger
Treasurer

Thank You
I would like to bring attention to some of the people that 

worked so very hard at our Heritage Days and sometimes 
are forgotten.  The people in the Elementary School Kitchen 
who prepare all the delicious food for Heritage Days.  They 
are Tonya Pentycofe, Amber Ault, Vaughan Ault, Jenadelle 
Burrows and La’Na  Brown.  Also, this year we had Warrior 
Run School District people who volunteered to be there and 
helped as well.  We would not be able to have Heritage Days 
without their hard work.  Thanks all of you so very much for 
all your help.

Cathy Metzger
Treasurer
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Newsletter Articles
          
 Please email articles and photos to be 
included in the newsletter to kyhouser@
windstream.net.  You can simply write 
the information in an email or copy and 
paste from another document.  The best 
format is a Word or an Open Office 
document.  PDF files don’t work well 
with the newsletter format.  We want you 
to be a part of our newsletter, so don’t be 
shy.  Help us to make our newsletter very 
interesting and informative.

Karen Y. Houser

This year, National Wreaths Across America Day (WAA) will be held on Saturday, December 13, 2025, 
at noon. Join the more than two million volunteers and supporters who will gather to Remember, Honor and 
Teach at more than 5,200 participating locations in all 50 states, at sea and abroad.  

Please visit https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/168597/Overview/?relatedId=0   to place and 
order from the website.  Select sponsor, and the number of wreaths to purchase.  Confirm the location of 
PAWRWC, select next, and the screen will take you to the secure payment system.  There are currently 
19 wreaths that need to be purchased!  Any purchases beyond the 100 needed, will be saved in the WAA 
system until next year.

Wreaths Across America, a national nonprofit whose year-long mission is to Remember the fallen, 
Honor those who serve, and Teach our children the value of freedom, proudly announces its theme for 
2025:  “Keep Moving Forward.”  The impactful stories are an acknowledgment made by our veterans for 
our freedom.

“There will always be challenges to overcome as individuals, communities and a country, but we must 
keep moving forward together. This year, we will share not only the Byers’ story of resilience but also 
the stories of many others who continue to live with purpose every day and have chosen to keep moving 
forward.” -Wreaths Across America website

You do not need to register to lay a wreath on a veteran’s grave.  Children are especially welcomed to 
learn about the why this program is so important, learn about Gold Star parents, and the history of the wars 
that are represented in the Historic Warrior Run Cemetery.  Everyone is welcomed!

Please consider volunteering and purchasing a wreath.
Happy Holidays,
Melissa Kilgus

Shikelimo Chapter, DAR member
Warrior Run-Fort Freeland Heritage Society, Vice President

Help Needed
Ann Reeves would like 

someone knowledgeable 
in fixing older apple 
peelers.  One is in need of 
repair.

https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/168597/Overview/?relatedId=0
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Warrior Run Fort Freeland Heritage Society
Board / Special Meetings - 2025

   Date      Time   Place
 
 November 10    6:00 p. m.   Delaware Township Building
 December 8    6:00 p. m.   Delaware Township Building

Calendar of Events - 2025

 November 10   Membership Meeting   7:00 p. m.  Delaware Twnshp Bldg
     Election / Regular Board Meeting
  December 13 (Second Sat) Candlelite Service     7:00 p. m.  Warrior Run Church  

Gun Raffle Finale 
We wanted to take a moment to thank everyone 
who helped make this first-time fund raiser a 
success - from those who sold tickets at various 
events throughout the community from June to 
November, to those who purchased and donated 
to the Society through this event. 

The gun raffle drawing winners are:
1.   Bob Rice
2.   Heather Harrison 
3.   John Deitrick
4.   Tom Smith
5.   Jeb S.
6.   Terrie Hoover
7.   Harry Hefty
8.   Travis Schreck
9.   Taylor Hoatz
10. Nicole James
11. Kathy Edinger
12. Aaron Ellis

Heidi Eppenbach
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Warrior Run Fort Freeland Heritage Society
Board of Directors

(Terms run from January 1 to December 31)

 2025-2027    2024-2026    2023-2025
 Steve Moser    Landon Koch    Leon Hagenbuch 
 Melissa Kilgus   Cathy Metzer    Jane Koch
 Peggy Gelnett    Daniel Phillips   Sue Eppenbach 
 Randy Watts    Heidi Eppenbach   Doug Ertel
 Alfred Reeves    Ethan Whitmoyer   June Moser
 
                              (Student Members)
                  

Officers
President - Landon Koch (570-538-4588)

Vice President -  Melissa Kilgus (570-538-5593)
Secretary - Heidi Eppenbach  (570-568-1870)

Assistant Secretary - Sue Eppenbach (570-568-1870)
Treasurer - Cathy Metzger (570-713-4816)

Assistant Treasurer - Al Reeves (570-538-1928)
Membership (appointed) - Cathy Metzger (570-713-4816)

Audit/Finance - Scott Pawling (570-538-9582), Melissa Kilgus  (570- 538-5593)
Nominating Committee - Heidi Eppenbach,
Historian - Leon Hagenbuch / Randy Watts
Newsletter - Karen Houser (570-538-2557)

Committee Leaders
Church - Jane Koch (570-538-1756), Landon Koch (570-538-4588), Doug Ertel (570-538-5711)

Church Grounds - Daniel Phillips (570-713-4816), Leon Hagenbuch (570-490-8279), Randy Watts (570-437-4048)
Weddings - Traci Pawling (570-490-9895)

Strawberry Festival - Cathy Metzger (570-713-4816), Daniel Phillips (570-713-4816)
Heritage Days - Committee

Candlelight Service - Landon Koch (570-538-4588)
House/Property - Leon Hagenbuch (570-490-8279), Steve Moser (570-649-5124), Rich Nornhold (570-238-3856)

Honorary Board Members

   Janet Hause *  Jane Shuman * 
   Betty Miller *  Virginia Hartman *
   Donna Meyer  Ruth Moser *
   Preston Webb * Mike Slease *
   Hall Williams * Bob Franks
   Richard Nornhold Alfred Reeves
   Ruth Webb *  Sue Eppenbach
* denotes deceased member

CHECK THE YEAR ON YOUR CARD AND MAKE SURE YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS CURRENT



Warrior Run 
Fort Freeland

Heritage Society
P. O. Box 26

Turbotville  PA  17772

E-mail: 
info@freelandfarm.org

Check us out on the web!
www.freelandfarm.org

KEEP your membership current**Note your membership status on the mailing label **

Membership is key to our group’s mission.  It’s an important step towards 
funding our projects and goals.  Your membership allows you to receive four 
annual newsletters which inform you of the calendar of events, our organization’s 
achievements and ways to become an active member.    

Please register me/us as:
_____ LIFE MEMBER ($200 per person in one payment)
_____ CONTRIBUTING MEMBER ($20.00 per adult person per year)
_____ STUDENT MEMBER ($1.00 per year – having student status)
_____ SUSTAINING MEMBER ($50.00 or more per year as a special
      support member)

Name (s): ____________________________________ 
     

Address: _____________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________

Email address:_________________________________

To update your WR/FFHS membership status, please mail this form with the 
proper amount to:

Cathy Metzger
2575 Turbot Avenue

Watsontown PA 17777
cmetzger507@gmail.com       570-713-4816

(make checks payable to WR/FFHS)

Place 
Stamp
Here

Bringing our history to life....


