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Pregident’s Messane

Hello all,

This summer has been busy at the Warrior Run Church. I’d like to start off by thanking the amazing
crew that works tirelessly to ensure our grounds are beautifully maintained and ready for any event,
whether that’s for a wedding, a concert, or just community members walking around the drive enjoying a
peaceful evening. ) ) )

~ We were thrilled to host Van Wagner for a fantastic evening of folk music. Everyone present greatly
enjoyed his performance and storytelling, with many bobbing their heads or tapping their toes to the beat.
he Church is also undergoing some major restorations on the inside this summer. The cracks in the
wall plaster are being fixed, the pews will get refinished, and the paint will all be updated. Unfortunately,
that means that the interior is oft limits until it is completed to make sure everyone stays safe, but once the
work is finished it will be worth the wait to see it back in its glory!

Heritage Days is also fast approaching, and we would love to see you there, whether that’s as a
volunteer or a visitor. With so much work.gomg in to making each Heritage Days a success, we need
everyone in all different capacities. Even if you can’t make 1t this year, please let others know about the
event to help increase the attendance. o ) } ) )

Thank you all for your devotion to our mission of preserving the history and heritage of this area!

Heidi Eppenbach, WRFFHS President




Revolutionary War Patriot-John Hart

~I'selected Lieutenant John Hart as the subject of this newsletter’s patriot research. Rather than being
driven by family history research, mfy choice was lzly curiosity while cleaning his grave stone which is a
prominent obelisk, alongside his wife’s ornate headstone, which I thought a stor}/ 1s waiting to be told. My
researched utilized Ancestry, Find A Grave, and Hathi Trust that revealed several individuals named John
Hart 11V1n%ldurmg that same era, including the notable signer of the Declaration of Independence. )

Our John Hart was born in Englar}d in 1739, died on December 30, 1823, and was buried in the Warrior
Run Church Cemetery. He was married to Mary Bruner Hart (1755-1 §27). in the 1790 Northumberland
County census, John Hart was listed to have one white male above age sixteen years (himself), three white
males under sixteen years (one son and two others) Jacob Hart _(1791—1844?, and three all females (his
wife and two daughters). Unfqrtunateg(, his first daughter, Christianna, only lived to be 20 (1795-1815
and his second dau%hter, Sophia, also died in the same year at the age of 18°(1797-1815). Because Turbett
and Chillisquaque ownshllps were caught in the center of an ongoing county boundary dispute between
Columbia and Northumberland Counties at that time, the surrounding chaos'led the local government
to miss recording deaths and epidemics. Consequently, family Bibles and church ledgers were the most
reliable records fo preserve this information. Their son, Jacob Hart, moved to Guernsey County, Ohio, was
married to Elizabeth Marie Hart and had eight children. Jacob is buried in the Jones Cemetery, Wheeling
Township, Guernsey County, Ohio. ) ) )

In 1776, Lieutenant John Hart served in the Army under Captain John McDowells Co. 7th Regiment
Continental Line. Prior to Captain John McDowell’s service, he was a medical student, who then did resign
Iﬁls captaincy to address a shortage of military doctors and became a surgeon for the 6th Pennsylvania

egiment.
istory of the regiment is as follows: ) ) )

_The 7th Pennsylvania Regiment %orgglnally des'lﬁnated as the 6th Pennsylvania Battalion under Colonel
William Irvine) was formed 1n late 1775, and officially renumbered as the 7th Pennsylvania in late 1776.
Throughout the Revolutionary War, it drew its personnel primarily from Cumberland and York counties,
with additional recruits from Adams, Franklin, Lancaster, Berks, and Northampton counties, The unit
participated in the Canadian Campaign, seeing action at the Battle of Three Rivers and holding outposts
at Crown Point and Fort Ticonderoga. Later re] 01n1n% Washington’s main army, the regiment saw active
service in major engagements including the battles of Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth, as well
as minor actions at New Bridge and Bergen Helﬁhts. Following the Pennsylvania Line mutiny in January
1781, the 7th Pennsylvania was officially consolidated into the 4th Pennsylvania Regiment. )

After his service, John Hart applied for a land warrant in 1805: John Hart of Turbutt Township, Northd
County and Commonwealth of Penna former applies for fifty acres on the East branch of the waters of the
Warrior Run adjoining Jno Pollock, Galloway, Foresman and Ferrell, including his 1ml;))roved cpnmstnI?
of one dwelling house, one barn, some fruit trees and twelve of thirteen acres cleared by the said Jno Hart,
and fencede (Pennglvama German, R}{lonetlc spelling for fenced). In January, 1806, the Commonwealth of
Pennfylvania and Governor Thomas McKean granted the land warrant to John Hart.

John Hart and his family continued to be listed on the Turbut Township septennial census of 1779-1863,
and only him and his wife Mary on the 1820 Turbut Townshlﬁ'cens.us. Unfortunately, no other information
on the family could be found in the Northumberland County histories, in newspapers.com or a proven
Patriot in the Daughters of the American Revolution or Sons of the American Revolution.

Their cemeteries stones are worth a look the next time you visit!

Melissa Kilgus
WRFFHS, Vice President

Donations

Mooresburg Presbyterian Church for the
donation for the Cemetery Wall Repair.

Cathy Metzger
Treasurer

Newsletter Articles

Please email articles and photos
to be included in the newsletter to
kyhouser@outlook.com. You can simply
write the information in an email or copy
and paste from another document. The
best format is a Word or an Open Office
document. PDF files don’t work well
with the newsletter format. We want you
to be a part of our newsletter, so don’f be
shy. Help us to make our newsletter very
inferesting and informative.

Karen Y. Houser




WARRIOR RUN & FORT FREELAND FRONTIER GAZETTE
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Warrior Run Fort Freeland Heritage Society
Board / Special Meetings - 2026

Date Time Place
October 12 6:00 p.m. Delaware Township Building
November 9 6:00 p.m. Delaware Township Building
December 14 6:00 p.m. Delaware Township Building

Calendar of Events - 2026

October 3-4 Heritage Days Hower-Slote Farm
Board Meeting Not to Immediately Follow Heritage Days

November 9 Membership Meeting 6:00 p.m. Delaware Township Bldg.
Election/Regular

Decemberl2 (Second Sat) Candlelite Service 7:00 p. m. Warrior Run Church
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Warrior Run Fort Freeland Heritage Society

Board of Directors
(Terms run from January 1 to December 31)

2026-2028 2025-2027 2024-2026
Leon Hagenbuch Steve Moser Landon Koch
Sue Eppenbauch Melissa Kilgus Cathy Metzger
Doug Ertel Peggy Gelnett Daniel Phillips
Mark Meyer Randy Watts Heidi Eppenbach
Alfred Reeves
(Student Members)
Officers

President - Heidi Eppenbach (570-428-3178)
Vice President - Melissa Kilgus (570-538-5593)
Secretary - Sue Eppenbach (570-568-1870)
Treasurer - Cathy Metzger (570-713-4816)
Assistant Treasurer - Alfred Reeves (570-538-1928)
Membership - Cathy Metzger (570-713-4816)

Audit/Finance - Scott Pawling (570-538-9582), Melissa Kilgus (570- 538-5593), Kent Kilgus
Nominating Committee - Mark Meyer, Doug Ertel, Landon Koch
Historian - Leon Hagenbuch / Randy Watts
Newsletter - Karen Houser (570-538-2557)

Committee Leaders
Church - Landon Koch (570-538-4588), Doug Ertel (570-538-5711)
Church Grounds - Daniel Phillips (570-713-4816), Leon Hagenbuch (570-490-8279), Randy Watts (570-437-4048)

Weddings - Traci Pawling (570-490-9895)
Strawberry Festival - Cathy Metzger (570-713-4816), Daniel Phillips (570-713-4816)

Heritage Days - Committee
Candlelight Service - Landon Koch (570-538-4588)

House/Property - Leon Hagenbuch (570-490-8279), Steve Moser (570-649-5124), Rich Nornhold (570-238-3856)
House/Property - Leon Hagenbuch (570-490-8279), Steve Moser (570-649-5124), Rich Nornhold (570-538-9733)

Honorary Board Members

Janet Hause * Jane Shuman * Leon Hagenbuch
Betty Miller * Virginia Hartman * Jane Koch
Donna Meyer Ruth Moser * Randall Watts
Preston Webb * Mike Slease *

Hall Williams * Bob Franks

Richard Nornhold  Alfred Reeves

Ruth Webb * Sue Eppenbach

*denotes deceased member




Bringing our bistory to life....

Place
Stamp
Here

Check us out on the web!
www.freelandfarm.org

KEEP your membership current
**Note your membership status on the mailing label **

Membership is key to our group’s mission. It’s an important step towards
funding our projects and goals. Your membership allows you to receive four
annual newsletters which inform you of the calendar of events, our organization’s
achievements and ways to become an active member.

Please register me/us as:

~ LIFE MEMBER ($200 per person in one payment)

~ CONTRIBUTING MEMBER ($20.00 per adult person per year)

~ STUDENT MEMBER ($1.00 per year — having student status)

~ SUSTAINING MEMBER ($50.00 or more per year as a special
support member)

Name (s):

Address:

Phone:

Email address:

To update your WR/FFHS membership status, please mail this form with the
proper amount to:

25 7%%%%%% eernue

Watsontown PA 17777

cmetzger507@gmail.com  570-713-4816
(make checks payable to WR/FFHS)




